EVELYN'S PLAGE IN HISTORY
shipwreck or even collision. This may be attributed
to his highly cautious nature, combined perhaps with
a reluctance to make a fatal breach which would
put an end to the routine of his busy life. Such
excessive prudence might be mistaken for a lack of
moral courage. But his life gave him much pleasure,
and could still be pursued in detachment whatever
monarch or Protector ruled, and whatever form of
religion was imposed. He regarded his work, indeed,
as worth doing, and worth while, publicly helpful and
privately fruitful
His personal loyalty was unquestionable. He never
hesitated to visit his friends in prison or in distress.
If his caution restrained him it was inspired by a
certain diffidence bred of genuine humility. It was as
if he thought himself ill-suited and ill-equipped to be
a leader or a prominent figure in protest or attack;
and he had the wisdom to recognise that ineffective
sacrifice may only minister to personal vanity without
accomplishing anything that signifies. In a single
sentence, Evelyn was not a man of action. Any
attempt to blame him therefore falls to the ground.
Such a character may not appeal to those who prefer
the rash impulse to the more guarded and deliberate
decision. But he justified himself in the long run by
his career of useful service, Had he been a truculent
partisan it would have been in direct contradiction to
the whole trend of his nature, Evelyn was not a snob,
and Court sycophant, who hovered about Whitehall
so as to be in touch with royalty. His friendship with
Charles II was entirely due to the King's keen and
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